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Legislation 
Lidski kvas (Belarusian fermented beverage) not PGI register 

EU Official Journal L 201 of 11 August 2023, p. 7 
Commission Implementing Decision (EU) 2023/1628 of 10 August 2023 rejecting an application for 
protection of a protected geographical indication under Article 52(1) of Regulation (EU) No 
1151/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council ('Лидский квас/Lidski kvas' (PGI)). 

 

Fraud 
Adulteration of drinks in Pakistan 

The authorities seized 18.800 litres of spurious drinks adulterated with hazardous chemicals, loose 
non-food grade colours, artificial sweeteners, unclean tap water, and other harmful ingredients. 
The Nation 

Grey market in Greece 

The authorities seized 21.6 tons of contraband ethyl alcohol (96.3%), utilised to adulterate 
beverages. 
Ot 
In 

Mislabelling of bakery products in Italy 

The authorities seized several tons of bakery products already expired but relabelled with new 
expiry dates (total value of 1 million Euros). 
Ansa 
Il Fatto Alimentare 
Gazzetta di Parma 

Adulterated Beverages in Pakistan 

The authorities uncovered a fake beverages manufacturing unit producing carbonated drinks with 
labels from famous brands by using hazardous chemicals, loose non-food grade colours, artificial 
sweeteners, unclean tap water, and other harmful ingredients. 
The Nation 
The authorities seized 20.000 litres of beverages with counterfeit labels from national brands. The 
beverages did not even meet the national standards. 
The News 
The Nation 
Urdu Point 

Counterfeit labels on drinks in Mexico 

The authorities uncovered two illegal establishments producing carbonated drinks with counterfeit 
labels from a famous brand. 
Milenio 
La Verdad 

Fake labels on drinks in Pakistan 

The authorities seized 2.000 liters of carbonated drinks with counterfeit labels. 
Urdu Point 
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https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/HTML/?uri=CELEX:32023D1628
https://www.nation.com.pk/22-Aug-2023/pfa-unearths-fake-beverages-unit-disposes-of-18-800-litre-spurious-drinks
https://www.ot.gr/2023/07/18/english-edition/greek-authorities-seize-21-6-tons-of-contraband-ethyl-alcohol-for-adulteration-of-beverages/
https://www.in.gr/2023/07/18/english-edition/greek-authorities-seize-21-6-tons-contraband-ethyl-alcohol-adulteration-beverages/
https://www.ansa.it/piemonte/notizie/2023/07/14/alimentari-scaduti-venduti-rietichettati-scoperto-maxi-traffico_ff18bc6d-95a6-494a-9cbc-bc2273fcc539.html
https://ilfattoalimentare.it/nas-torino-contraffazione-data-di-scadenza-prodotti-alimentari.html
https://www.gazzettadiparma.it/italia-mondo/2023/07/14/news/rivendevano-dolci-scaduti-in-italia-e-all-estero-tre-indagati-perquisizioni-anche-a-parma-724260/
https://www.nation.com.pk/13-Jul-2023/pfa-unearths-fake-beverages-unit-in-shahdara
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1092912-counterfeit-beverages-confiscated-accused-arrested
https://www.nation.com.pk/22-Jul-2023/20-000-litres-of-fake-beverages-seized
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-conducts-crackdown-against-1727304.html
https://www.milenio.com/content/coca-cola-pirata-9-anos-prision-producir-bebidas-clonadas
https://laverdadnoticias.com/viral/La-Casa-del-Tio-Tono-se-hace-viral-por-vender-refresco-pirata-video-20230620-0233.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/2000-substandard-carbonated-drinks-seized-1706960.html


 
 

QAssurance B.V.                                                                                                            www.qassurance.com  
Van Nelle Factory, Postbus 13310                                                                             info@qassurance.com 
3004 HH Rotterdam, Nederland                                                                                  
  

Adulterated beverages in Brazil 

The authorities seized 200.000 liters of adulterated beverages (20.6 tons of concentrated juice, 
nectars, 64.000 liters of balsamic vinegar, 4.550 liters of sugarcane spirit, 2.700 liters of wine, 
brandy, cachaça and 65.000 liters of coconut water). Irregularities included: 

• Addition of unauthorized cane sugar above the permitted amount; 
• Dilution of drinks with excess water; 
• Use of dyes and sweeteners to mask the product to consumers; 
• Irregular advertising; 
• Transportation of beverages in inappropriate and irregular conditions; 
• Inadequate production conditions. 

Gov.br 
Cultura 
Revista Negocio Rural 

Adulterated apple cider with methanol in Russia 

At least 30 people died after consuming illegal apple cider adulterated with methanol. As a 
consequence, authorities seized 71.400 liters of the illegal cider 
Teller Report 
Taas 
Barrons 
Rfi 
Rte 
Ntn24 
Citizen 
Straits Times 

Expired powdered milk seized in Kenya 

The authorities seized 37.775 tons of expired powdered milk (unfit for human consumption) ready to 
be relabelled with new expiry dates (total value of 510.000 Euros). 
Food Business Africa 

Counterfeit products in Pakistan 

The authorities seized 7.900 soft drinks with counterfeit labels of famous brands. 
The News 
In another operation, the authorities seized 9 655 liters of fake carbonated drinks produced with 
hazardous chemicals, loose non-food grade colors, artificial sweeteners, unclean tap water, and 
other harmful ingredients. The labels were also counterfeit to resemble those of famous brands. 
The News 
Urdu Point 
Nation 

Adulterated tahini in Egypt 

The Egyptian authorities closed down an unlicensed factory producing tahini from harmful materials 
such as e.g. ceramic powder and peanut husks. 
Teller Report 

http://www.qassurance.com/
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https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/fiscalizacao-apreende-mais-de-200-mil-litros-de-bebidas-adulteradas?_x_tr_sl=pt&_x_tr_tl=en&_x_tr_hl=en
https://cultura.uol.com.br/noticias/59308_governo-apreende-2000-litros-de-bebida-adulterada-e-fecha-tres-fabricas.html
https://www.revistanegociorural.com.br/noticias/fiscalizacao-apreende-mais-de-200-mil-litros-de-bebidas-adulteradas/
https://www.tellerreport.com/news/2023-06-05-thousands-of-liters-were-seized--almost-20-people-died-from-poisoning-with-low-quality-alcohol-in-the-volga-region.S1bgWbOo83.html
https://tass.com/emergencies/1627989
https://www.barrons.com/news/contaminated-cider-kills-16-in-russia-5bcbe957?refsec=topics_afp-news
https://www.rfi.fr/en/health-and-lifestyle/20230605-contaminated-cider-kills-16-in-russia
https://www.rte.ie/news/world/2023/0605/1387536-cider-russia/
https://www.ntn24.com/noticias-actualidad/18-personas-fallecieron-por-intoxicacion-de-sidra-adulterada-en-rusia-423601
https://citizen.digital/news/contaminated-cider-kills-16-in-russia-n321028
https://www.straitstimes.com/world/europe/contaminated-cider-in-russia-kills-29-people-sickens-61
https://www.foodbusinessafrica.com/kenya-impounds-expired-milk-powder-in-nairobi-ends-issuing-permits-to-ugandan-exporters/
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1068511-7-900-fake-soft-drink-bottles-disposed-of
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1072473-pfa-seals-fake-beverage-manufacturing-unit
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-confiscates-fake-beverages-unit-discards-1695331.html
https://www.nation.com.pk/22-May-2023/pfa-confiscates-fake-beverages-unit-discards-spurious-drinks
https://www.tellerreport.com/life/2023-04-12-a-wave-of-anger-and-demands-for-accountability--ceramic-sesame-paste-in-egypt-and-donkey-skinned-meat-in-algeria.B1XGww4zn.html
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Mislabeling case in China 

Authorities from Hong Kong seized 9 745 packages of bagged seaweed roll rice crackers from China. 
They were mislabelled as being from Japan (total value of 11.260 Euros). 
info.gov.hk 

Adulterated beverages in Pakistan 

2.043 liters of beverages adulterated with unclean water and artificial flavors were seized by the 
authorities. The products were also carrying fake labels. 
Urdu Point 
Bussiness Recorder 
Another operation talks about the authorities seizing 6.750 liters of fake carbonated drinks prepared 
with loose colors, unsafe chemicals and polluted water. 
The News 

Grey market in Pakistan 

The authorities seized 8.1 tons of expired honey ready to be smuggled and sold in the markets. 
The Nation 
Tribune 

Illegal factory found in Pakistan 

The authorities closed an illegal factory producing carbonated drinks with fake labels from popular 
brands. Drinks were produced with unauthorized and unsafe chemicals. 
Urdu Point 
The News 

Campaign to analyze adulteration in honey in Brazil 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock (Mapa) carried out a campaign to analyze adulteration in 
honey samples collected in retail stores. 14% of 99 samples presented adulteration by C-4 sugars, 
and 31.5% of 109 samples were non-compliant for levels of hydroxymethylfurfural and amylase. 
Gov.br 
Progresso 
Revista Negocio Rural 
Correio do povo 

Honey assessment in Europe 

In 2021, the European Commission organized the EU coordinated action called 'From the Hives' to 
assess the prevalence on the market of imported honey adulterated with sugars. Almost half (46%) 
of the 320 samples were suspicious of not complying with the provisions of the 'Honey Directive'. 
JRC1 
JRC2 
DG Sante 
Olaf 
Video 
Rtbf 
Le Figaro 
La Nacion 
Huffington post 
Opovo 
Euronews 
De Peru 

http://www.qassurance.com/
mailto:info@qassurance.com
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/ahmedabad/61690-kg-of-adulterated-spices-seized-from-nadiad-8551430/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-unearths-fake-beverages-unit-confiscates-1670005.html
https://www.brecorder.com/news/40235067/pfa-unearths-fake-beverages-unit
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1060781-6-750-litres-fake-drinks-seized
https://www.nation.com.pk/01-Apr-2023/customs-foils-attempt-to-smuggle-expired-honey
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2409347/customs-seizes-smuggled-honey-tea-worth-rs57m
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/pfa-unearths-fake-beverages-unit-1659644.html
https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/1050450-crackdown-on-tax-defaulting-vehicles-starts
https://www.gov.br/agricultura/pt-br/assuntos/noticias/mapa-realiza-operacao-de-combate-a-fraude-no-mel
https://www.progresso.com.br/cotidiano/mapa-realiza-operacao-de-combate-a-fraude-no-mel/397577/
https://www.revistanegociorural.com.br/noticias/operacao-de-combate-a-fraude-no-mel-identifica-produtos-adulterados/
https://www.correiodopovo.com.br/not%C3%ADcias/rural/opera%C3%A7%C3%A3o-do-mapa-detecta-adultera%C3%A7%C3%A3o-em-m%C3%A9is-brasileiros-1.1002333
https://publications.jrc.ec.europa.eu/repository/handle/JRC130227
https://joint-research-centre.ec.europa.eu/jrc-news/food-fraud-how-genuine-your-honey-2023-03-23_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/safety/eu-agri-food-fraud-network/eu-coordinated-actions/honey-2021-2022_en
https://anti-fraud.ec.europa.eu/media-corner/news/no-sugar-my-honey-olaf-investigates-honey-fraud-2023-03-23_en
https://audiovisual.ec.europa.eu/en/video/I-239321
https://www.rtbf.be/article/frauduleux-votre-miel-importe-est-peut-etre-coupe-au-sirop-11171920
https://www.lefigaro.fr/flash-eco/la-moitie-des-miels-importes-dans-l-ue-suspectes-d-etre-frelates-20230323
https://www.lanacion.com.ar/agencias/la-mitad-de-la-miel-importada-por-la-ue-sospechosa-de-estar-quotadulteradaquot-nid23032023/
https://www.huffingtonpost.fr/life/article/la-moitie-des-miels-importes-en-europe-suspectes-d-etre-faux_215651.html
https://www.opovo.com.br/noticias/mundo/2023/03/23/metade-do-mel-importado-pela-ue-esta-sob-suspeita-de-adulteracao.html
https://it.euronews.com/2023/03/23/quasi-la-meta-del-miele-importato-nellue-e-adulterato
https://www.deperu.com/noticias/la-mitad-de-la-miel-importada-por-la-ue-sospechosa-de-estar-adulterada-124039.html
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Euractiv 
Food Monitor 
Europa press 
Food watch 
Ansa 
Forbes 
Telegraph 
Food Ingredients First 
The Irish Examiner 
Food Navigator 
Food Safety Africa 
Nouvelles du monde 
Agence Europe 
L'Avenir 
Rtl 
Dvenik 
Plavakamenica 
Notre Planete 
Reussir 
Capital 
Radio France 
Terre.net 
Fulda Info 
Guestsel 
Agar pressportal 
Near bees 
Tages schau 
Greek Reporter 
Liberal 
Agrifood Today 
L'essentiel 
Verdica 
La Voz de Galicia 
Deia 
La Vanguardia 
Agro Informacion 
La Razon 
Report 
Folha 
The Japan Times 
Haberler 
The Guardian 
UK Daily News 
Barrons 
Il Fatto Quotidiano 
Revista Alimentaria 

Adulterated honey in Brazil 

In the operation 'Dextrin', the authorities closed a company adulterating bee honey with glucose, 
dextrin and other chemical products. 
Progresso 

http://www.qassurance.com/
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https://www.euractiv.com/section/agriculture-food/news/nearly-half-of-all-eu-honey-imports-likely-fraudulent-says-new-analysis/
https://www.food-monitor.de/2023/03/eu-report-jeder-zweite-importierte-honig-ist-moeglicherweise-gefaelscht/
https://www.europapress.es/economia/noticia-gobierno-anuncia-ayudas-millones-sector-apicola-20230324142754.html
https://www.foodwatch.org/en/news/2023/half-of-eus-imported-honey-supply-suspected-to-be-fake/
https://www.ansa.it/canale_terraegusto/notizie/mondo_agricolo/2023/03/23/miele-agricoltori-ue-con-nuovi-dati-20-e-adulterato_28adf8c6-dd43-4753-8d59-992e6fecbacb.html
https://www.forbes.com/sites/ceciliarodriguez/2023/03/24/half-of-the-honey-in-european-markets-is-fake-alerts-eu-investigation/?sh=141fa3df68b2
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2023/03/26/uk-honey-fails-eu-authenticity-tests/2
https://www.foodingredientsfirst.com/news/honey-fraud-causing-a-buzz-in-europe-as-imports-are-mixed-with-syrup.html
https://www.irishexaminer.com/farming/arid-41108305.html
https://www.foodnavigator.com/Article/2023/04/03/Food-fraud-Sugar-contamination-stings-EU-honey-imports
https://www.foodsafetyafrica.net/probe-reveals-nearly-half-of-honey-imported-into-eu-is-adulterated/
https://www.nouvelles-du-monde.com/pres-de-la-moitie-du-miel-importe-est-dilue-avec-du-sirop/
https://agenceurope.eu/fr/bulletin/article/13148/12
https://www.lavenir.net/actu/conso/2023/03/23/et-si-le-miel-que-vous-achetiez-en-magasin-nen-etait-pas-vraiment-un-miel-sur-deux-importe-en-europe-juge-frauduleux-OIUPE7GAPNAYVM5GKY6UGERASQ/#_blank
https://www.rtl.be/actu/monde/economie/la-moitie-des-miels-importes-dans-lue-suspectes-detre-frelates/2023-03-23/article/536202#_blank
https://www.dnevnik.bg/evropa/2023/03/23/4463924_pri_mashtabni_proverki_v_es_evrokomisiiata_otkri/
https://plavakamenica.hr/2023/03/26/velika-istraga-olafa-pola-sveg-meda-koji-se-prodaje-u-eu-je-krivotvoreno-supermarketi-umjesto-meda-masovno-prodaju-secerni-sirup/
https://www.notre-planete.info/actualites/5050-miel-fraude-Europe
https://www.reussir.fr/lesmarches/miel-5-questions-sur-les-fraudes-massives-debusquees-par-la-commission
https://www.capital.fr/economie-politique/pres-de-la-moitie-des-miels-importes-en-europe-ne-seraient-pas-du-miel-revelent-des-controles-1463815#_blank
https://www.radiofrance.fr/franceinter/pres-de-la-moitie-du-miel-importe-en-europe-ne-serait-pas-vraiment-du-miel-3472540
https://www.terre-net.fr/actualites/article/225421/la-moitie-des-miels-importes-dans-l-ue-suspectes-d-etre-frelates-
https://www.fuldainfo.de/eu-report-jeder-zweite-importierte-honig-ist-moeglicherweise-gefaelscht-foodwatch-fordert-bessere-kontrollen/
https://www.guetsel.de/content/62297/2023-03-24-08-21-07-eu-report-jeder-2-importierte-honig-ist-moeglicherweise-gefaelscht-foodwatch-fordert-bessere-kontrollen.html
https://www.agrar-presseportal.de/verbraucher/verbraucherschutz/eu-report-jeder-zweite-importierte-honig-ist-moeglicherweise-gefaelscht-35878.html
https://www.nearbees.de/blog/from-the-hives-gefaelschter-honig-eu
https://www.tagesschau.de/wirtschaft/honig-faelschung-101.html
https://greekreporter.com/2023/03/24/honey-imported-adulterated-sugars/
https://www.liberal.gr/diethni-themata/ypopsies-notheias-sto-50-toy-eisagomenoy-melioy-stin-eyropaiki-enosi
https://www.agrifoodtoday.it/filiera/miele-importato-europa-falso.html
https://www.lessentiel.lu/fr/story/la-moitie-des-miels-importes-dans-l-ue-suspectes-d-etre-frelates-278984105352
https://www.veridica.ro/stiri/jumatate-din-mierea-importata-de-ue-ar-fi-contrafacuta
https://www.lavozdegalicia.es/noticia/somosagro/ganaderia/2023/03/23/xx/00031679584843819454389.htm
https://www.deia.eus/economia/2023/03/23/bruselas-sospecha-46-miel-importada-6600478.html#:~:text=El%2046%%20de%20la%20miel%20importada%20a%20la,desde%20China%20y%20al%2093%20%%20de%20Turqu%C3%ADa.
https://www.lavanguardia.com/comer/al-dia/20230324/8849862/fraude-miel-adulterada-europa.html
https://agroinformacion.com/mensaje-claro-a-los-consumidores-la-compra-directa-al-apicultor-es-la-mejor-garantia-de-autenticidad-y-calidad-de-la-miel/
https://www.larazon.es/sociedad/bruselas-sospecha-que-gran-parte-miel-importada-esta-adulterada_20230323641c713b079ac9000181bb7e.html
https://report.az/en/business/nearly-half-the-honey-imported-into-europe-is-fake/
https://www1.folha.uol.com.br/mercado/2023/03/mel-importado-do-brasil-pela-ue-esta-sob-suspeita-de-adulteracao.shtml/
https://www.japantimes.co.jp/life/2023/03/24/food/honey-eu-purity-tainted/
https://www.haberler.com/guncel/turkiye-den-ab-ye-ihrac-edilen-ballar-hileli-cikti-15719274-haberi/
https://www.theguardian.com/food/2023/mar/26/uk-honey-fails-authenticity-test
https://ukdaily.news/half-of-the-honey-imported-into-europe-suspected-of-being-fake-406186.html
https://www.barrons.com/news/sticky-business-half-of-honey-imported-into-eu-is-adulterated-ce383973
https://www.ilfattoquotidiano.it/2023/04/09/boom-di-falso-miele-in-europa-ecco-cosa-ce-davvero-nel-vasetto-e-come-riconoscere-i-prodotti-contraffatti/7124964/
https://revistaalimentaria.es/industria/elaborados/desde-bruselas-es-autentica-la-miel-que-comes
https://www.progresso.com.br/policia/policia-fecha-empresa-por-falsificar-e-adulterar-mel-de-abelha-em/397024/
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Sweets without traceability documents in Italy 

2.5 tons of sweets without traceability documentation were seized (a total value of 30.000 Euros). 
Caserta News 
Caserta Web 

Traceability documents missing for ice cream 

In operation "Estate Tranquilla" (Calm Summer), the authorities seized 5 tons of ice creams without 
traceability documentation (total value of 40.000 euros). 
Agrigento Notizie 
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https://www.casertanews.it/cronaca/sequestro-dolci-carnevale-nas-caserta.html
https://casertaweb.com/notizie/carabinieri-nas-caserta-chiusa-attivita-sequestrati-2-500-kg-dolci-carnevale-non-regola/
https://www.agrigentonotizie.it/cronaca/palma-montechiaro-nas-sequestro-gelato-sanzione-azienda.html

